178         ON THE WISDOM OF THIS WORLD

" But the wisdom that is from above, is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy
and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy."

*eThe wisdom from above is first pure." This purity of
the mind and spirit is peculiar to the Gospel. Our Saviour
says, "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God."
A mind free from all pollution of lusts shall have a daily
vision of God, whereof unrevealed religion can form no
notion. This it is which keeps us unspotted from the world;
and hereby many have been prevailed upon to live in the
practice of all purity, holiness, and righteousness, far beyond
the examples of the most celebrated philosophers.

It is "peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated." The
Christian doctrine teacheth us all those dispositions that
make us affable and courteous, gentle and kind, without any
morose leaven of pride or vanity, which entered into the
composition of most heathen schemes : So we are taught to
be meek and lowly. Our Saviour's last legacy was peace;
and He commands us to forgive our offending brother unto
seventy times seven. Christian wisdom is full of mercy and
good works, teaching the height of all moral virtues, of which
the heathens fall infinitely short. Plato indeed (and it is
worth observing) has somewhere a dialogue, or part of one,
about forgiving our enemies, which was perhaps the highest
strain ever reached by man, without divine assistance; yet
how little is that to what our Saviour commands us ? " To
love them that hate us; to bless them that curse us; and do
good to them that despitefully use us."

Christian wisdom is " without partiality;" it is not cal-
culated for this or that nation of people, but the whole race
of mankind : Not so the philosophical schemes, which were
narrow and confined, adapted to their peculiar towns, govern-
ments, or sects; but, " in every nation, he that feareth God
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with Him."

Lastly: It is " without hypocrisy:" It appears to be what
it really is; it is all of a piece. By the doctrines of the
Gospel we are so far from being allowed to publish to the
world those virtues we have not, that we are commanded to
hide, even from ourselves, those we really have, and not to
let our right hand know what our left hand does; unlike
several branches of the heathen wisdom, which pretended to